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Ron Otto brings a wealth of teaching and coaching 
experience into his seventh season as head coach of 
the Sea Gull wrestlers, with 20 years of coaching 
background since his competitive career came to an 
end. Otto spent 12 years coaching in the high school 
ranks before moving to the collegiate ranks in 1982 as 
the head coach at Illinois Wesleyan. Following two 
years at Illinois Wesleyan, Otto took over the reins of 
the Salisbury State program in 1984. 

Otto is a 1969 graduate of MacMurray College in 
Jacksonville, IL, where he was inducted into the 
school's Hall of Fame last year. A dominating wrestler 
during his collegiate career, Otto posted a career record 
of 88-12-2 in four seasons. He was named MacMurray's 
most valuable wrestler three times and placed second 
in the NCAA Tournament's College Division Champien- 
ship once. 

In addition to his coaching duties at SSU, Otto also 
serves as an assistant professor in the school’s compu- 
ter science department. Otto and his wife, Kathy, reside 
in Salisbury. 


1990-91 Wrestling Schedule 


Date Opponent Site Time 
Dec.1 York Tournament York, PA 10a.m. 
Dec.8 Lebanon Valley/Gallaudet Washington, D.C. 11 a.m. 
Jan.5 Hunter Tournament New York, NY 10a.m. 
Jan. 11 SSU Gull Tournament Salisbury 10a.m. 
(Del State, Coppin State, 
Delaware, George Mason, 


Glassboro St.) 
Jan.16 Johns Hopkins/Haverford Salisbury 6p.m. 
Jan. 19 Kean/Montclair State Kean, NJ 1p.m. 
Jan.26 Trenton St/York/ Salisbury 1p.m. 
American 
Jan.30 Newport News Apprentice/ Newport News, VA 6p.m. 
Longwood 


Feb.2 Delaware St/GlassboroSt Glassboro,NJ — 10.a.m. 


Feb.9 Metro Tournament Trenton, NJ iam. 
Feb. 16 NCAA East Regional SUNY Albany 10a.m. 
Tournament Albany, NY 


1990-91 Wrestling Roster 


Name Year 
James Dunn Fr 
Sam Gardner Fr 
Pete Jacques So 
Seong Kim Jr 
Marty Lewis Sr 
Todd Martinek So 
Mike Melletz So 
Richard Ohlweiler So 
James Nolte So 
Burnis Parker Fr 
Aetius Rossa Fr 
Ron Rossi Sr 
Will Sandidge Jr 
Michael Skinner So 
Eric Symonds So 
Michael Watson Fr 
Rick Wood Jr 


Head Coach: Ron Otto, 7th year 


Hometown 


Baltimore, MD 
Nutley, NJ 
Sykesville, MD 
Salisbury, MD 
Glen Burnie, MD 
Bel Air, MD 
Cinnaminson, NJ 
Keene, NH 
Hagerstown, MD 
Glen Burnie, MD 
Centereach, NY 
Annapolis, MD 
Bowie, MD 
Alexandria, VA 
Westminster, MD 
Cinnaminson, NJ 
Mechanicsville, MD 


————————— ee 


High School 


Archbishop Curley 
Nutley 

Glenelg 

James M. Bennett 
Glen Burnie 

Bel Air 
Cinnaminson 
Keene 

North Hagerstown 
Glen Burnie 

Stony Brook Prep 
South River 
Heidelberg (Germany) 
West Potomac 
Westminster 
Cinnaminson 
Chopticon 


1990-91 Wrestling Seaons Outlook 


When most coaches sit down to assess their team's 
upcoming season, any review of the players usually 
begins with the returnees. Not so this year for Sea Gull 
wrestling coach Ron Otto, who faces his seventh year 
at Salisbury State University with a shortage of experi- 
enced veterans and returnees due to attrition, injuries, 
and an assortment of other reasons. This basically 
means that numerous opportunities are open for new- 
comers throughout the lineup in the early going, an 
unusual happening at most collegiate programs. 

“There's no doubt, we will have to rely on some young 
wrestlers to develop quickly,” said Otto. 

Two freshman who bring impressive credentials to 
the collegiate mats are Mike Watson (118 pounds) and 
J.P. Dunn (134/142). Watson comes to Salisbury from 
a solid high school program at Cinnaminson (NJ) High 
School, while Dunn was a MSA placewinner at Ar- 
chbishop Curley High School in Baltimore. Other first 
year candidates looking to crack the lineup include: 
sophomore Rich Ohlweiler (134/142); freshman Sam 
Gardner (150); sophomore Eric Symonds (158); and 
freshman Jim Nolte (167). 

Otto is impressed with the group as a whole and 
feels they can make a solid contribution this season. 
“Our newcomers have demonstrated a very dedicated 
attitude and are working very hard,” said Otto. “Many 
come from very strong high schoo! backgrounds, and 
they seem to be responding well to the transition into 
the collegiate ranks.” 

Among the veterans helping to lead by example are 
seniors Marty Lewis and Ron Rossi. Lewis (177) was 
the Metro Tournament champion last year and finished 
fourth in the season-ending regionals, while the experi- 
enced Rossi may tip-in at either 190 or the heavyweight 
level. 

“Marty is a true veteran,” said Otto. “He knows what 
it takes both mentally and physically to be successful 
at this level. As for Ron, we think he could really surprise 
some people this season.” 

Two other returnees hoping to find some stability this 
year are sophomore Todd Martinek (118) and junior 
Rick Wood (190). Both show promise if they can over- 
come the sporadic starts that have plagued their earlier 
efforts. 

Injuries have already sidelined two other veterans, 
Will Sandidge (126) and Seong Kim (134). Otto hopes 
that sophomores Mike Melletz and Pete Jacques will 
be able to step into those spots until Sandidge and Kim 
are able to return to full strength. 

“You always expect some attrition and_ injuries 
throughout a tough collegiate schedule,” explained 
Otto, “but we were hit early. If we can get healthy and 
also get some other returnees back who are not able 
to practice currently, we could have a real solid squad 
by midseason.” 


Salisbury State University Today 
A Decade of Excellence . . . 


Applications up 250 percent. For 10 straight years the 
number of applications here have increased, countering 
national trends. In 1989 SSU was the highest in application 
increases among Maryland's public universities. 


SATs up 165 points. The average 1990 freshman at SSU 
has scored well over 1,000 on the SATs and earned better 
than a B average in high school. 


$45 million investment in buildings and grounds. 
Splendid new architecture and a beautifully landscaped 
campus in the heart of Maryland's Eastern Shore have 
made us one of the Mid-Atlantic's most attractive univer- 
sities. 


The highest endowed four-year public comprehensive 
university in Maryland. SSU's $10 million plus endow- 
ment means more scholarships, student travel and research 
funds, and more visiting scholars and artists programs. 
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